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BOOK REVIEWS 
Dimitry Pospie lovsky, The Rus s ian Church Under the Soviet Regime, 
1 9 1 7 - 1 982. Volumes I and II. Cres twood , NY :  St. V ladimir' s Seminary 
Pre s s ,  1 9 84.  5 3 5  pp. paper.  $ 1 7 . 9 5  f o r  t h e  s e t .  
Jane E l l i s ,  The Rus s ian Orthodox Church: � Contemporary Histo ry. 
B l oom ington and I n d i anapo l i s ,  IN : Ind iana Unive r s i t y P re s s , 1 9 8 6 .  
5 3 1  pp. hardbound. $ 3 9 . 9 5 .  
Two recen t l y pub l i she·d b ooks o n  the Ru s s i an Orthodox Church b y  
P o s p i e l ovsky and E l l i s  a r e  a s i gn i f i c a n t  c on t r i bu t i on t o  our und e r ­
a tand ing o f  the w o rk ings o f  t h e  Ru s s i an O r t h o d o x  Church unde r  c o m ­
munism. 
Dimi try Pospie lovsky is  an as sociate profes sor of his tory at the 
Un ive r s ity o f  W e s t e rn On t a r i o  in C anad a .  He prov i d ed an i n s i d e r ' s  
view remarkab ly free o f  the sub j ective , pol itically exaggerated s lants 
which abound in some pub l icat ions o f  ins iders. Thi s  i s  a judicious ,  
ins ightful,  comprehens ive s tudy of the Rus s ian Orthodox Church both in 
the Sovie t Un i on and in i t s  b ranch e s  a b r o a d .  Vo lume I t r ea t s  the 
period from 1 9 1 7  to 1 944.  V o l ume II c ov e r s  the even t s  and d ev e l o p ­
ments from 1 945 to 1982.  The ma terial i s  treated in a balanced way, 
giving pr imary a t t en t i on to t h e  m a i n s t r e am i n s t i t u t iona l l i f e ,  b u t  
also providing due at tent ion to  the "church i n  the catacomb s" and the 
diss idents . 
The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c on t r i b u t i o n  o f  P o s p i e l ov s ky i s  n o t  t h e  r e ­
cord ing o f  event s ,  w h i c h  he d o e s  adm i rab l y ,  b u t  h i s  ab i l i t y  t o  shed 
l i ght on the even t s  and prov i d e  re l i ab l e  in t e rpre t a t ions which a r e  
true to  Ru s s i an O r t hodox s e l f - und e r s t and ing.  He consu l t e d  a va s t  
amount o f  li terature , includ ing works written by out s ide historians or 
o b s e rve r s ,  Ru s s ian em igre s ,  o f f i c i a l  pub l i c a t i on s  from t h e  S ovi e t  
Union and the samizda t ,  as we l l  a s  a very s ignificant amount o f  infor­
mat ion gathered from interviews and conversation. He points out the 
ueed to discern between the official speeches and s tatements made by 
Rus sian Orthodox c lergy and the ir rea l views expressed only in private 
in confidence.  He c learly points out the di fferences in views between 
various church leaders and carefu l ly exp lains their common agreement 
of the importance to preserve a funct ioning episcopate and the l i tur­
gical life of the church so crucial from the perspect ive of the Ortho­
dox und e r s t and ing o f  the nature of the church.  Th e t re a t m e n t  i s  
scholarly but compa s s ionate,  
ne s s .  He d i s p l ays the sure 
sub j e c t  o f  inve s t i ga t i on.  
searching for truth wi thout vind ictive­
hand of one who h a s  fu l l  c on t r o l  o f  h i s  
I t  i s  a book wh i c h  I who l e h e a r t ed l y  
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recommend as a rel iab le source of informat ion on the Rus s ian Orthodox 
Church both for ins t i tut iona l and persona l l ib raries. 
Jane E l l i s is a s en i o r  r e s e a rche r and e d i t o r  of Rel ig i on in 
Communist  Lands at Ke aton Col lege, Kent , Great Bri tain. Her inve s t i­
gat ion centers on a period o f  about twenty years , from the first hal f  
o f  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  t o  the f i r s t  ha l f  o f  the 1 9 8 0 s .  L i k e  P o s p i e l ov sky , she 
u s e d  a very l a rge and v a r i e d  numb e r  of s ou r c e s ,  m o s t of wh i c h  were  
avai lab le to her at Kea ton Col lege , which has become the main deposi­
t o ry of i n f o rm a t ion c o m i n g  from the S o v i e t  Union and o t h e r  p a r t s o f  
Eas tern Europe. This  i s  particularly true o f  the sam izdats .  
Her n a r r a t ive is  d iv i d e d  i n t o  t w o  pa r t s .  The  f i r s t  p a r t  d e a l s  
with the ins t i tut iona l church , namely the dioce ses , churches ,  c lergy, 
mona s t icism,  pub l ica tions , laity,  edu c a t i o n ,  and church- s t a t e  r e l a ­
t i on s .  The s e cond pa r t ,  n e a r l y  a s  l ong a s  the f i r s t ,  d e a l s  w i t h the 
d i s senters.  This  seems disproport ionate s ince the dis senters are few 
and do n o t  p l ay that  i m p o r t an t  a r o l e  in t h e  U . S . S . R. a s  t hey do 
abroad , though Ellis fee ls  that the ir importance is  much greater than 
the i r  num b e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y in regard t o  l e arn ing the t ru t h  a b o u t  the 
Orthodox Church ' s  real s ituation. She also  fee l s  that the d i s s enters 
may s ave the s o u l  of the church,  for in h e r  o p i n i on ,  the o f f i c i a l  
church leaders,  particularly mos t  o f  the episcopate and certainly the 
p a t r i a rc h ,  have subm i t t e d  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  the s t a t e  in o r d e r  t o  pre­
s e rve the l i fe o f  the chu r c h .  The s e  1 6 7  p a g e s  on the d i s s i d e n t s  
probab ly present the m o s t  thorough inve s t igat ion and documentation of 
the d i s s ent ing movement ,  which current ly seems to be on retreat. 
E l l i s  plods through her material. She piles her evidence in many 
layers,  sometimes we ighing i t s  re l iabi l ity, s ometimes s imply reporting 
i t ,  and t h e n  m ake s h e r  num e r i c a l  e s t i m a t e s .  The c on c l u s i on i s  that  
t h e  Ru s s i an Orthodox Church h a s  been s t ead i l y l o s ing g round in m any 
ar e a s , a l though s h e  d o e s  s e e  evidenc e s  o f  a s p i r i t u a l  reviv a l  a mong 
the in te l l igentzia,  and s ome im prove m en t s  in t he o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i on. 
She definitely succeeded in making the point that the Rus s ian Orthodox 
Church is not free, but rather severely persecuted. In tha t respect 
ter piling up the ev idence has a s t eam-hammer e ffect. One cannot read 
thi s book wi thout realizing the mos t mass ive destruc t ive s tate inter­
ference in the l i fe of the church and the s ometimes heroic e ffort s  of 
ind ividua l s  � o  re s i s t  i t .  S o m e t i m e s  h e r  own gra t u i t ou s  c o m m e n t s  
become irritat ing s ince the evidence which she amas sed very c learly 
show s the picture , w i thou t the need o f  add it ional derogatory comments.  
Occas iona l ly this gives the impress ion tha t the book was written not 
by an obj ec t ive his torian but by a protagonist  in a debate who mus ters 
all argument s in order to prevail. She is  know ledgeab le but desp ite 
c lear sympathies for the Orthodox Church it  is apparent tha t Rus s ia is 
unfam i l i a r  t e r r i t o ry for h e r .  The t o t a l  e f fe c t  i s  l e s s  t han 
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commendable;  the author comes out as  d i s tinct ly biased and boring so 
that one rea l l y has to want to r e ad t h i s  b o ok in o r d e r  n o t  to q u i t  
before finishing. But a s  a re ference work with rich s ource materia l s ,  
t h i s  b ook w i l l  b e  w o r t h  having b y  a l l  tho s e  s p e c i a l i z ing i n  Ru s s ian 
Or thodox Church or S ov i e t  h i s t o ry.  The s e  f e a t u r e s  a r e  e nh anced b y  
ext reme ly vo luminous no t e s  ( 5 2  p p .  o f  v e ry s m a l l ,  den s e  p r in t ! ) ,  a 
comprehensive b ib l iography (1 1 pp. of the same print) ,  and an index. 
Pospie lovsky' s is a book that spec ial i s t s  as well as non- special­
i s t s  intere s t e d  i n  the S o v i e t  Un ion and i t s  churche s ought to buy , 
whi le Ellis 's  is  for the specialist  committed t o  a thorough s tudy of 
Rus s ian Orthodox Church l i fe. 
Paul Moj zes 
Rosemont Col lege 
